Time to go for
a walk!

Hi Tanika! These
are tomato and
pepper plants.
I hope they grow
this summer.

Why did you build
a raised bed? Is
the soil in your
yard not good for
gardening?

1

Well, a lot of soil around here
has lead and other heavy
metals in it. To be safe, we
brought in clean soil.

But lead is poisonous!

Yes, especially for children.

It’s not fair that our neighborhood has lead
contamination. Those companies knew it was toxic!
But we can cover
contaminated soil and
build up good healthy
soils like this.

Where did
it come
from?

Chipping paint from old
homes or buildings, leaded
gasoline, pollution from
some factories. It gets in the
soil and doesn’t go away.

Is this really safer?

To be sure, I’ll scrub and peel all the
veggies so they don’t have any dirt
on them. And I always keep my dirty
shoes and gloves outside.
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Wow, you’ve been
working hard. I can’t wait
to see what you grow!

Let me know if
you want to try
gardening too—
I can help!

Alright, Junior...
Let’s go home!

Elevated
Blood Level

M.D.

Hey Frank, do you think I
should be nervous about
Junior’s lead test results?
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Hmm, talk to Junior’s
doctor about this. As a
nurse, I’ve seen kids—and
adults—with bad effects
of lead exposure.

No amount of lead in the body is safe.
Children can be exposed to lead by:

Breathing in or swallowing
lead-contaminated dust or soil

Putting dusty hands and objects in their
mouths or chewing old painted surfaces

Drinking water from pipes that
contain lead

Playing on ﬂoors where contaminated
soil has been tracked in

Even low levels of lead in blood
have been shown to affect IQ, the
ability to pay attention, and
academic achievement. But this is
preventable! We can stop children
from coming into contact with lead
in the environment.
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Good luck!
I’m here for
you all!

Thanks, Frank! I’ll call
the pediatrician now.

Lead poisoning can cause learning
and behavior problems and can
slow a child’s development.

Oh no!

Is there anything I can do?
Well, Junior’s blood lead level isn’t
high enough to get the health
department involved.
Your local health
department may give
free lead hazard
assessments.

Is it enough?
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Two weeks later...

What help can public health
departments provide?

Can I test the soil in
my garden?

Can the city help
make our soil safer?

If lead is known to be
toxic, why is it still here?
I know of a community
program that can help!
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Our Soil
Want to learn about testing soil and working with your
neighbors to make your community safer from lead
poisoning? The NATURE Lab project at the Sanctuary
for Independent Media in Troy, New York is offering
paid training for Soil Justice Fellows.
Questions? Contact Dan Walls
Email: wallsd@rpi.edu
Phone: 610-955-1271
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Together,
we can make
our neighborhood
safer!

